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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 

On page L please replace the priority claim (after the title) with the 

following: 

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/348.653 10/416,019 , filed January 21, 2003, now U.S. Patent No. 6.718.675. which 
claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/416,019, filed October 4, 
2002. 

On page 8, please replace the Description of Figure 1 (second full paragraph) with 
the following replacement paragraph: 

Figure 1 is an exploded view of the grip of the present invention, having a tubular 
base layer and a planar second layer having a design place placed on an underside thereof, 
with integral rib and groove structures shown in isolation; 

On page 9, please replace the Description of Figures 3 a and 3b (first full 
paragraph) with the following replacement paragraph: 

Figures 3a and 3b show side (Figure 3a) and top (Figure 3b) cross sectional 
views of the grip of Figures 1 and 2; and 

On page 9, please replace the Description of Figure 4 (second full paragraph) with 
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the following replacement paragraph: 

Figure 4 is an exploded view of the grip of the present invention, having a 
ribbon or strip-style base layer having a design plaee placed on a top surface thereof and a 
tubular or sleeve top laver[[.]] ; and 

On page 9, please add the following new paragraph after the Description of Figure 

4: 

Figure 5 is an exploded view of an alternative embodiment of the grip of the 
present invention, having a planar base layer, and a planar top layer having a design 
placed on an underside thereof. 

On page 9, please replace the final partial paragraph bridging over to page 10 with 
the following replacement paragraph: 

In accordance with the need identified in the foregoing, a novel grip 10 for 
sporting equipment having a gripping end is shown, which provides a means for 
displaying information or decorative designs. As shown in Figure 1, the grip 10 may 
include a base layer 12 which may be a hollow sleeve adapted to engagingly receive the 
gripping end in an interior 14 thereof. The base layer 12 may also be a planar sheet for 
encircling the gripping end as shown in Figure 5 . or may be a ribbon or strip-style grip as 
shown in Figure 4. Typically, the base layer 12 will be in substantially contiguous contact 
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with the gripping end. A design 16, which may be any desired matter, such as a corporate 
logo, any desired textual information, or other decoration, is disposed between base layer 
12 and a top layer 18 fabricated of a thin, durable, substantially transparent material. As 
shown in Figure 2, it will be appreciated that the once the top layer 1 8 is installed, the 
design 16, while clearly visible, is now protected from damage, soiling, water, and the 
like. The top layer 1 8 will typically overlay at least a portion of the base layer 12 and be 
in substantially contiguous frictional contact therewith. 

On page 10, please replace the first full paragraph with the following replacement 
paragraph: 

Figures 3 a and 3b show the completed grip 10 in side (Figure 3 a) and top (Figure 
3b) cross-section. As seen therein, base layer 12 forms a sleeve having a hollow interior 
14 for receiving the gripping end of an article of sports equipment therein. Top layer 1 8 
is secured to base layer 12 using rib and groove structures 20, 20'. As shown in Figur e 
Figures 3a and 3b, top layer 1 8 may comprise a planar sheet secured about base layer 12 
by rib and groove structures 20, 20\ 

On page 10, please replace the final partial paragraph bridging over to page 1 1 
with the following replacement paragraph: 

As shown in Figure 1, design 16 may be disposed on an underside of top layer 18 
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by any desired method such as embossing, printing, or molding, such that the design 16 is 
visible to the user but protected by top layer 18. It will also be appreciated that design 16 
may be disposed on a surface of base layer 12 opposite the gripping end by any desired 
method such as embossing, printing, or molding (see Figure 4). In still yet another 
embodiment (not shown) , a design 16 having a portion thereof disposed on an underside 
of top layer 18 and a portion disposed on a top surface of base layer 12 may be provided, 
resulting in a three-dimensional or holographic design 16 as is known in the art. 

On page 11, please replace the final partial paragraph bridging over to page 12 
with the following replacement paragraph: 

The grip of Figure 1 is shown secured to a gripping end of a golf club shaft 19 in 
Figure 2. Top layer 18 is shown affixed to base layer 12 via rib and groove structures 20, 
20' as described. As depicted therein, once the grip 10 of the present invention is affixed 
to gripping end 22, design 16 on an underside of top layer 18 (Figure 1) or on a top 
surface of base layer 12 (Figure 4) remains visible to a user of the sporting equipment, but 
is protected from wear and tear through use, the elements, and the like. 

On page 12, please replace the final partial paragraph bridging over to page 12 
with the following replacement paragraph: 

The foregoing description of a preferred embodiment of the invention has been 
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presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaustive 
or to limit the invention to the precise form disclosed. Obvious modifications or 
variations are possible in light of the above teachings. For example, the base layer 12 
may be a helical strip or ribbon for wrapping around the gripping end (see Figure 4). 
Such ribbon type grips are known in the art. Alternatively, (see Figure 5) a planar base 
layer 12 may be provided having rib and groove structures 20. 20* for wrapping around a 
gripping end such as shaft 19. Rib and groove structures 20, 20 f may interlock with 
corresponding rib and groove structures 20, 20 f on substantially transparent top layer 18 . 
Referring again to Figure 4, the substantially transparent top layer 18 may comprise a 
hollow sleeve having at least one open end, which may be rolled or slipped onto the 
gripping end of the sports equipment. 

On page 13, please replace the first full paragraph with the following replacement 
paragraph: 

An end cap 22 of a type known in the art may be provided for placement on a 
distal end of the gripping end, either before or after the grip of the present invention is 
installed thereon. The end cap 22 may be of any desired weight, typically from about 
0.001 to about 100 grams. The end cap 22 selected will typically be of a sufficient weight 
to provide a balanced feel to the sports equipment, thereby improving user comfort. The 
end cap 22 may include a rib and groove structure on an edge thereof for capturing a 
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corresponding rib and groove structure on the base or top layer of the grip of the present 
invention. 
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